
UNITED STATES ENVJRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION to 

John Sbi\'e!y 
Chief Executive CHlicer 
Pebble Lintited Partnership 
302 C Street Suite 604 
Andwragc, Alaska 99503 

-;zoo -Sixth !\venue, Suite 900 
Seattle, \;VA 91l10i <3140 

As vve have discussed, the Envlronn1enta! Protection Agency, Region J 0 (EF A) has 
begun an assosstnent of the Bristol Bay WatcrshezL During the JXlst year, a nu1nber of tribes, 
tribal entities and other groups in Southwest Alaska requested that EP/\ initiate review of 
metallic snlf!de mining in tho Bristol Bay \Vatcrshod utilizing our authorities pursuant to Section 
4(l4(c} oftbo Clean \Vater Ace Other Alaska 'fribe~< tribal entities and groups have requested 
that we noi take action under Section 404(c) and instead use the standard Clean Water A.ct 
permitting process to evaluate mining operations in the Bristo.l Bay watershed. 1 believe a 
Watershed l\sscssment is cunsistent Yvith these requests and provides an eff(~ctivc and t\nwiy 
opportunity to evaluate the resources at Bristol Bay and identify options fi."lr assuring protection 
Lw the Watershed's valuable commercial and subsistence sahncHl flshcrics. 

On Febnlary 7, 201!, I sent you EPA.'s ''Outline of the Development of EPA's Bristol 
Bay \\latershed i'\ssessJncnt," \Vbich briefly describes the process EPA intends 10 use to better 
understand the resources tlt issue, and to identify options to protect these resources. Spccitkally, 
EPA ·11lans to characterize the risk& oflaruc-scnle devcin;nnents on the Bav's \Vater qunlitv and . ....,~ " " . ..,., 

salmon fishery, and evahmte measures tu protect the \Vatershod and ensure the sustainability of 
' r .l tne 112 1cry, 

One issue that EPA has been asked to evaluate is the possible adverse impacts to the 
Bristol Bay watershed lhnn potentia! largo.;;cale han:lrock rnining projects, such as the proposed 
Pebble tvlinL rn previous discussions, you expressed it \VJI!ingness to share baseline 
environrnental d11ta and analysis that the Pebble Li.mited Partnership (PLP) has gathered and 
conducted on the Bristol Buy 'Natershed. \Ve very mucb appreciate PLP's wiUingness to share 
this int!)rmation. The data \Vill oornplement existing inf~mmrtion that collectively, durncterizes 
curn:JA conditions of the \vatcrshed,, thereby li1cilitating a more nccurme watershed assessment 
lnknm:dion about the proposed mine plan \V(lU!d also be helpful for our assessment. 

SpecUlcaUy, 1ny staff has developed a list of inEn1nation we would like to request in 
order to inform our \Natershed nsseRS!Ttent A. list of this inf(mnation is enclosed with this letter. 
\Ve understand that the request i11dudes a great deal of innmnntion. Ho,vcvcr, as discussed 
above, 'Nt: believe this infonmtlion \Voukl nid in the devdoprnent of a more robust ana.lysis, \Ve 
would be~ happy to discuss the most appropriatG f(mnat fbr the data or ans\ver any questions you 
have regarding this request. Based on the inf!:mnation sub1nitted, we 1nay request ad.ditioual 
infigmation lf lt is available. \Ve are requesting that your response h:: provided, if possible, by 
tv1arch 3l, 20ll. "/ ou may f(;e] tl'CC to provide your response in pieces if th.at is mure 
convenient 
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EPA intends f(Jr the Bristol Bay \Vatershed Asscssrnent process to be open, tnm;pu'enL 
and r:.:ronnrkd in science We have invited federaL state and tribal govcrnrnents to assist us in 

~ . ~ ... 

ped(wming our asscssrnent, and are also requesting specific \Vatcrshed infhrmation fiom them, 
\V'e plan tu involve the puhHc in addressing critical questions and issues about the \VatcrsherL 
We hope to work "Nhh PLP throughout the process and tn coordinate 'With you on tbe assessment 
and poss.lbk: outconK's from our work, 

l received a letter fl'<Jm you on \Vcdnesday, Jvlarch 9 seeking additio1ml intbrnmtion flYnn 
EPA about the Bristol Bay \Vatersbed AsscssrnenL Although EP/\. intends to respond to ynur 
letter in the near L!Jure, it v/ould be very· helpful if you cuul.d provide us \vHh the' requested 
infhrmad.on in the time SfJOcifiecJ· .. bv the end of.\1n:n;;h, The informalion tlmt vou share will 

« < 

help EPi\ develop n \vatcrshcd assessment that is hlgb quality, collaborative, and scientif]catly 
sound, 

lf you have any questions or concerns, please f(:d free to contact rne or bve your stall' 
contact Rick Parkin, EPA's Associate Director for the Ofi!ce of Ecosystexns, Tribal and Public 
Afti1irs, and the Management Lead f('lr the Bristol Bay YVatcrsbed Assessrnent project Rick can 
be reached at (206) 553-8574, Thank you in adv-ance fi:H' your cooperation and assistance in this 
very important efl(m, 

.Enclosure 

Sinccrcty, 

Dennis J, McLerran 
Regional /\drninistrat.or 
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Enclosure 

EPA is requesting that PLP provide the following information to EPA for use and analysis in 
EPA's Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment We would like to receive all data in Excel or Access 
format with data sampling sites and/or mapping data, geodatabases and shapefiles, We would 
also like to receive any information that enables different types of information to be linked. 

A list of all baseline data reports and additional analysis perfonned for the proposed 
Pebble Project This is needed so that we are aware ofthe universe of information 
regarding the watershed and resources. 

All monitoring results and any available synthesis or analysis of: 
o surface water hydrology and geochemistry including: 

111 sample locations including GIS format and shapefiles of polygons for 
catchment areas of each sample site, 

• sample site description, 
• sampling date and stream discharge for each sample, 
• water chemistry results including unstable "field" parameters such as pH, 

SC, ORP, DO, aqueous cations (major, minor and trace), anions, 
alkalinity, acidity and DOC, 

• stream tlow data, 
• groundwater well/boring log data and well monitoring data; 

o fish distribution and ecology; 
o aquatic habitat descriptions and delineation; 
o wetlands classification, delineation and functional assessment; 
o stream sediment geochemistry including: 

• grain size analysis, 
• mineralogy, 
• bulk geochemistry, 
• SEM/AVS, 
• organic carbon analysis; 

o geochemistry including: 
• bulk geochemical results for all solids used in Kenetic tests including 

ABA results from the benchtop and in the field, both tailings type and 
waste rock, 

111 geologic drill logs for cores used in metallurgical tests, to produce tailings 
materials and including assay results, 

• mineralogical and geochemical analysis of any concentrates produced 
during metallurgical testing, 

• leachate analytical results from kinetic tests including unstable «field" 
parameters such as pH, SC, ORP, aqueous cations (major, minor, trace) 
anions, alkalinity and acidity 

• supporting information to enable these different types of information to be 
linked, 

• QAJQC results for kinetic tests; 
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o slope stability and soil erosion proneness. 

Any information about the proposed mine plan during construction, operations, and 
closure. This would include plans for mining, processing, disposal of waste products 
(tailings and waste rock), water use, and wastewater management during operations and 
closure. This also includes plans for the road, pipeline and the port site. 

AU results and analysis of subsistence and traditional knowledge surveys 

We would like to receive any QNQC results for data provided. 

We would like to receive any digital elevation model produced and a list of products 
produced from LIDAR collected in the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

-------------------"" ___________________ .......................................... --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------~~~~~~~~~ 
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